Table of Contents

About the AUthOr ... XV
Acknowledgments and Credits .. ... XVii
Preface . ... . XXi
Introduction: About This Book ... . .. . XXiii

Chapters

LAreYouReady? ...... ..o 1
The New Era of Adoption ... 2
Answered Prayers ... ... 3
Infertility 5
Resolving Fertility Issues ... 6
A Mother's NOSe . ... 8
Infertility Treatment While Adopting . ... 10
Fear of Adopting ... o 10
Love Isthe Reason ... ... ..o Il
How to Succeed ... 12

2. Adopting Online ........... ... 15
Thingsto DoontheWeb ... ... i i 6
Faster, Better, Less Costly ... |7
The Information Highway .. ... I8
Raisedonthe Internet ... ... ... ... . i 18
Internet Quick Start ... ... 18
What Can | Do with E-mail? ... 19
Your Competitive Edge ... ... 20
The Internet Whirlwind ... ... 20
The Greatest Database on Earth .......... ... i 21
Internet Strategy .......... .. 21
TopTen Search Engines ... ... 22
Scenes froma Chat Room ... .. oo i 23
Julie's Choice . oo oo 25

vii



viii  AdoptingOnline.com

3. Frequently Asked Questions.................................. 29
E-mail Questions and ANSWENS . . ...t 33
Why them and not Us? ... ..o 33
How long will it take us to adopt? ........ ... 33
What is closed adoption? . ... 34
What is open adoption? ... ... 34
Why is open adoption good for adoptive parents? .................. 35
Will the Internet end closed adoptions? ........................... 35
What is the percentage of adoptions that go wrong? ................ 36
Will my birth mother want her child back? ..................... ..., 36
Can you do anything to prevent reclaims? . ............c i 37
Birth Mother E-mail ... ..o 38
Should birth mothers have counseling? ............................ 40
What do birth mothers look for in adoptive parents? ................ 40
The Cookie Mom ..o 41
How important is the faith of an adoptive parent? .................. 42

So Many QUESHIONS . ..ottt 43
What does an agency, attorney and/or facilitator do? ............. ... 43

Is it difficult to qualify for an adoption? ............ ... .. oo 44
What is a home study? ... 45
Adoption Myths .. 45
Do you need to be wealthy to adopt? .. ... 45
How much does it cost to adopt? ....... ... 46
How old can you be and still adopt? .............. ..., 47
What about second marriages and adoption? ............. .. ... ... 47
How long must we be married before adopting? .................... 48
We already have children. Can we still adopt? ...................... 48
Can single people adopt? .. ... 48
Do overweight people have trouble adopting? ...................... 49
Can someone with past criminal behavior adopt? ................... 49
When should we tell our family that we are adopting? ............... 50
Ask Yourself These Ten QUESLIONS . ..ot 50
4 Legal Information ..., 53
Adoption Law on the Internet ... ... 53
When Federal Laws Matter ...... ... i 54
State AdOPioN Laws . ..o 55

Types of AdOPtioN ..o 56



Table of Contents ix

Top Law Links 57
Justthe Facts ... o 58
Handy Guide to Interstate Adoption ............. ..o 59
What Is Consent! ... 6l
Advising the Birth Mother ... ... 62
Waiting for Consent ........ ... 62
What s Reclaim? ... 63
Who Is the Birth Father? ... .. 64
Patchwork of Rights ... ... 65
The Precise Legal Search ... . 66
Advanced Search Preferences .......... ... . oo 67
Birth Mother Expenses . ............ .. i 68
AdVErLISING oo 68
AdOPtion Day ... 68
5. Birth Mothersand You ...l 71
Savinga Baby ... 73
Respect for Birth Mothers ... o o 73
Birth Mothers Deserve Honesty ... 74
Birth Mothers inTrouble ... . 74
The Match ..o 75
Why Things Happen ... ... 75
“I DontWant to See Them!” . ... ... 76
What Is My Birth Mother Like? ... o 79
Birth Mothers Talk Profiles ....... .o 80
What's Next? ... 8l
6. Open, Semi-open or Closed Adoption ......................... 83
Mardie's STOry oo 85
Closed and Semiclosed Adoptions . ........oviii i 86
Scenes from a Chat Room: Open Adoption ...t 86
Nervous about Open Adoption ..o 87
Adoption Facts & Stats . ... ... 89
Hear the Children of Closed Adoption ....................ooiie. 89
Open Adoption Supports Emotional Healfth . ....................... ... 90
Being Open to Open Adoption ... ... 920
Open Adoption Quick Study .. ... 91
Birth Parent Contact Agreement ..........cooviiiiiiiii i, 92

Afterthe Agreement .. ... i 95



X  AdoptingOnline.com

7 Dear Birth Mother Letter .................................... 97
Telling Birth Mothers aboutYou ........... ..., 97
Advertising andYour State Law . ... 98
Sample Profile:Todd and Susan .. ... 99
Getting Started onYour Profile ...... ... .. ... . 102
“We'll Be Great Parents!” ... ... .. 102
How to WriteYour Profile ... ... . o 102
Dear Birth Mother .. ... 103
Picture Perfect ... ... 104
Putting tTogether ... 105
Mardie's Top Twenty Profile Tips ..o 106
Your Profile Online ... . o 108
Do ltYourself .. .. 108
Fine TuningYour Profile .. ... o 109
Larry's Scary Beard .. ... 110
Little Things Mean a Lot . ... oo 1]
“IWanted to AskYou...” 13
AreYou There for Birth Mother Calls? .............. ... ... . ........ [ 14

8. AChild for You ..........ccoiiiiiiii 17
Finally, a Birth Motheron the Linel .............. . ... ... ... ... .. 18
Hard QUESLIONS . ... oot 19
Questions to Ask a Birth Mother ......... . . [19
Ten Tips on How to Speak with a Birth Mother ...................... 120
There Will Be Other Birth Mothers ... 121
Are There Less Caucasian Newborns? ..., 121
Caucasian Newborns and Infants . ......... .ot 121
AMatchls Made .. ..o 122
Four Weeks Prior toYour Due Date ....................oiit. 123

When packing the adoptive family hospital bag .................... 123
Hospital bag forthe baby .. ....... .. ... o 124
The Day of ADOption ... ..o 125
Important Hospital Tip ... 125
Fearful Adoptive Parents . ....... ... . o i 126
Other Children ... ... 126
ThiNgs t0 DOr ..ot 126
I) While you're waiting at the hospital . . .......................... 126

2) Once the baby isborn ... ... .. 127



Table of Contents

3) When leaving the hospital . ........ .. ... oo 127

4) Picking the baby up from the hospital .......................... 128
5)Travelinghome ... 128

6) When you arrive home . ... 129

9. Special Needs and Foster Adoption ........................... 131
Annie’s Story...Out of Foster Care .................. i 131
A Childs Life ... 135
AMY'S SEOIY 136
Justthe Facts ... |36
Childrenin Need . ... 137
The Waiting Children ... ..o o 138
OneWaiting Child . .. ... 138
Special Needs Children ... 139
Foster Care Statistics ... ... 139
When Adopting a Child with Special Needs .. ............... . ........ 140
What Is Foster Adoption? ... ... [41
The Adoption and Safe Families Act . ... 142
And the Survey Said... ... ... 142
Desperate to AdOpt . ... |44
ASpecial Gift ... 145
10. International Adoption ..., 147
Orphans of the World ... ... 147
International Adoption Facts ........... .. i 148
One Special Russian Child .. ... 149
8 Keys tO SUCCESS ...\ttt 150
5Tips for International Adoptions .. ... 150
Tips for Smoothing the Way Home! ................ ..o o . I5]
Foreign Adoption Q & A ... I51
Why adopt a foreign-born child? ............. .o 51

Is adopting a girl easier? ... ... 152
What countries allow you to view photos? ........................ 152

Is a closed adoption easier in another country? .................... 153
East European Survey ... ... |54
Medical CONCEIMS ... 55
Special Needs Foreign Adoptions .. ..., 56

Your International Home Study ... |57

xi



xii  AdoptingOnline.com

Great Books on International Adoption! ........ ... |57
The Dossier ... |57
What's inYour Dossier? . ... 158
Traveling to MeetYour Child . ... o 158
The Orphan Petition .. ... o 159
Documents to Have WhenYou Travel ................... ... .. .. ... 159
The Hague Convention .. ... 160
1. Safe and Secure ... 163
Flirting with Fraud .. ... 163
Steps to Avoid Online Fraud ....... ... |64
Know the Law ..o |66
Screening Your Birth Mother ... . o 167
“Are you Serious!” L 168
Birth Mother Red Flags . ....... . oo |69
Birth Mother Scams . ... .. 170
The Avoider ... 171
The Charmer ..o 171
The Puppy Dog Sale . ... ... i 172
Psychological Fraud ........ ... .. . o o |72
How to Check Out an Online Professional .......................... |72
Friend of a Friend ... ... |74
Intercountry Adoption Fraud ........... oo |74
Don't Be Paranoid .. ... oo |74
Blunt Questions the Professionals Ask ... |75
A Baby forYou Now! ... ... 175
Troubled but Legitimate .. ... |76
Top Adoption Safety Sites .. ... |76
Meeting Your Professional . ...... ... ... i |77
What to AskYour AttOrney ... |78
When Is It OK to Pay Fees Upfront? ............... ... ... ..., 178
Excessive Fees ... .. 179
Wrongful ADOPtion . ... 180
Teaming Up for Safety ... .. 180
12. Funding Your Adoption .............. ...l 183
AgENCY FEES o 183

Cost Factors in ADoption ... ..o |84



Table of Contents  xiii

Public Agency Fees ... |84

Facilitator Fees .. ... o |84
How Much Does It Cost to Adopt? ... 185

Home Study Fees ... . o 186
Adoption Fee Guide . ... ..o 186
Interstate Adoption Costs ... o 186
How Much Are Legal Fees? ... ... i i |87
Birth Mother Expenses . ... . |87
Mardie's 7 Tips on Birth Mother Expenses ........................... 188
Medical EXPENSES ... 188
Care of Your Birth Mother ... o 189
Are These Birth Mother Expenses Allowable?

Acceptable and Unacceptable Expenses . ........... ... o 190
Sensible Saving . ... 190
Creative FUNraising ... ..ot 191
eBay Fundraising . ... 192
Borrowing MONeY . ... 193
Ask Mardie:r .. 194

Are Adoption Loans Wise?l ... ... 194

Going Back toWork ... ..o 195
A Little Grant Goes a LongWay! ... ... . o 195
Online Home Equity Loans . ... 197
Adoption Assistance Programs ........ ... ... oo 197
Medical Coverage ...... ... 198
Military Benefits ... ... 198
Employee Benefits ... ..o 199
Portrait of a Champion, SAS Institute, Inc. ...t 200

13. Government Assistance in Adoption ........................ 201
Recent Tax Law Changes Encourage Adoptions ....................... 201

I What is the ATC and exclusion? ..., 202

Il.  Who qualifies for the ATC and exclusion? .................... 203

. What are “qualifying adoption expenses'™? . ................... 204

V. When can you take the ATC and/or exclusion? ............... 205

Adoption of a child who is a US. citizen or resident ........... 205
Adoption of a child who is not a US. citizen or resident ........ 206
V. How to take the ATC or exclusion .......................... 207

VI, Special rules for adopting a child with special needs ............ 208



Xiv

AdoptingOnline.com

VI, What documentation should be kept? ....................... 209
VIl For additional information ............... .. ... oo 209
Tax Help Online ..o 209
Adoption Law Sites Online ... ..o 209
Your Child's Social Security Number ............... ... ... .. ... 210
14 Your Adoption Budget ................ ... 213
Keeping Track of Your Adoption Expenses ............................ 213
Things to Remember When Budgeting ............ ... ... ... 213
What's Deductible? ... 214
Adoption Planning Budget ... ... ... . 215
15. Adoption Hotlinks-
Your Guide to Over 1,200 Adoption Related Websites ....... 217
What Are Adoption Hotlinks? ... .. o 217
How Do | Use Hotlinks? .. ... o 218
lcons Used inThis Book ... 219
Adoption Hotlinks ... ..o 220
Adoption Glossary ... 455



